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Ard COD ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the © 


* 


Ã cart was only evis continually, _ 


: LO viel different is this from the fair picture of 
I & human nature, which men have drawn in all ages! 
The writings of many of the antients abound with gay de- 


earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of Ats 


ſcriptions of the dignity of men: whom ſome of them paint 


as having all virtue and happineſs in his compoſition, or at 
leaſt entirely in his power, with ut being boholden to 

any other being: yea, as ſelf-ſufficient, able to live on his 

_ own ſtack, and liule inferior to God himſe lf. 
2. Nor have heat lens alone, men who were guided in their 

reſearches by little more than the dim light of Reaſon, but 
many likewiſe of them that bear the name of Chriſt, and to 


whom are intruſted the or { God, ſpoke as mignifi- 


cCepntly concerning the nature of man, ag if hz were all inno- 


' _ rence and perfection. Accounts of this kind have particu» _ 
larly abounded in the preſent century; and perhaps in no 


| Part of the world more than in our own 3 Here not 
a few perſons of ſtrong underſtanding, as well as extenſive 


learning, have employed their utmoſt abilities to ſhew, What 
they termed, The fair ſide of human nature.“ And it 


muſt be acknowledged, that if their accounts of him be juſt, 7 
man is ſtill but a little lower than the angels, or (as the words 
may be more literally rendered) @ little {rs than Cod. 


J. Is it any wonder, that theſe accouns are very readily © 


received, by the generality of men? For who is not eafily 


| perſuaded to think favourably of himſelf? Accordingly — 
writers of this kind are almoſt univerſally read, admired, _ 
_ applauded. And innumerable are the converts they have _ 


made, not only in the gay, but the learned world. So that 
it is now quite unfaſhionable to talk otherwiſe, to foy ary 


thing to the diſparage ment of human nature! which is ge- 


verally allowed, notwithſtanding a few iafirmities, to be very 


.. innocent and wiſe and virtuous. _ 


1 But in the mean time what muſt we do with our Bibles? | 
For they will never agree with this. Theſe accounts, how- 


ever pleaſing to fleſh and blood, are utterly irreconcileable . 


with the ſcriptural. The Scripture avers, That by one man's 


Aiſobedience. all men were conflituted ſinners » That in Adam 
8 all died, ſpiritually ded, lo! the life and the image of GG; 
r ee bon: B 


that fallen ſinſul Adam then begat a ſen in his own liheneſs-2 
nor was it poſſible he ſhould Leget him in any other: for who = 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? That conſequently 
ue as well 2s other men, were by nature, died in treſtafies 
and fins, without hope, withcut God ix the world, and there- 
fore clilaren of wrath: that every man may ſay, I was ſrafe 
enn mm wickedneſs, and in fin did my nother conceide me. That 
exe is no difference, in that al! have ſnned, and ccme ſhort of _ 
ie glory God: of that glorious image of God, wherein + 
man was originally created. And hence when the Lord look- 
ed down from heaven uten the children of men, he few they © 
| dere all gene out of the way, tliey were altogether become a- 
beminable, there was none riglitcous, no not one, none that tru- 
ly foughtafter God: Juſt agreeable this to what is declared 
buy the Holy Ghoſt, in the words above recited, God /aw, 
| When he looked down from heaven before, that the wiched- = 
% man was great in the earth; ſo great, that every ima- | 
-  grnatton of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. | 
This is God's account of Man; from which I ſhall take 
. occaſion, Firſt, To ſhew what men were before the flood; | 
_  Secorety, to enquire, Whether they are the fame now? Aud, 
JJV %%% 


ſncw, what men were before the flood. And we may full 
depend on the account here given. For God ſaw it, and he 
cC̃annct be deceived. He aw, that the wickedneſs of man 
cas great. Net of this or that man; not of a few men 
only: rot barely of the greater part, but of man in general, 
of men univerſally. The world includes the whole human 
ace, every partaker of human nature. And it is not mw 2 


| for us to compute their numbers, to tell how many thouſan 


and millions they were. The earth then retained much of 
jts primevel beauty and original f. uitfulneſs. The face of 
the globe was rot rent ard torn. as it is now: and ſpring and 
ſummer went hand ia hand. *Tis therefore probable, it af- _ 
ſorded ſuſtenar ce for far more inhabitants, than it is now ca- 
pable of ſuſtaining; ard theſe muſt be immenſely multiphed, _ 
while men begat ſors and daughters for ſeven or eight hun- 
red yez's together. Yet among all this inconceiveable 
num ber. only Noab found favour with God. He alone (per- 
| haps including part of his houſhold) was an exception from 
the univerſal wickedneſs, which by the juſt judgment of Gd. 
in a ſhort time after, brought on univerſal deſtrudtion. All 
ile ref} were partakers of the ſame guilt, as they were in the 


ſame pumſament. 


2. Ged ſaw all the iraginations of the thoughts of his 
- heart, —Of his ſoul, his inward man, the ſpirit ge 


LES 8. 
1 Jae! 


„„ 5 


the principle of all his inward and outward motions. 5 
am all the imaginations. It is not poſſible to find a wor dot 
a more extenſive ſignification. It includes whatever is form- 
ed, made, fabricated within; all that is, or paſſes in the ſous _ 
Every inclination, affection, paſſion, appetite ; every tempers 
deſign, thought. —It muſt of conſequence include every _ 
Word and action, as naturally flowing from theſe fountainsz _ 
and being either good or evil, according to the fountain from 
EO on id. PT I 
3. Now God /aw that all this, the whole thereof was evil; 
| _ contrary to moral rectitude; contrary to the nature of God, 
Vhich neceſſarily includes all good; contrary to the di ine 
will, the eternal ſtandard of good and evil; contrary to the 
pure, holy image of God, wherein man was originally creat- 
cds, and wherein he ſtood, when God ſurveying the works of ED Ds 
Bis hands, ſaw them a to be very good © contrary #0 juſtice, 
mercy and truth, and to the eſſential relations, which each _ 
man bore to his Creator and his fellow-creatures. 


43᷑ But was there not good mingled with the evil? Was 
© there not light intermixt with the darkneſs? No, none at all? 
| God /]˙ that the whole imagination of the heart of man was 
, evil. It cannot indeed be denied, but many of them 
N * aps all, had good motions put into their hearts. For the _ 
Spirit of God did then alſo ride with man, if haply he might 
repent; more eſpecially during that gracious reprieve, the _ 
bundred and twenty years, while the ark was prepating. 
Blut till zn hrs fleſh dwelt no good thing all his nature was 
. purely evil. It was wholly conſiſtent with itſelf, and unmixt 
with any thing of an oppoſite nature. „ 


5. However it may ſlill be matter of enquiry, © Was 
there no intermiſſion of this evit? Were there no lucid in=  _ 
tervals, wherein ſomething good might be found in the here 
pf man?” We are not here to conſider, what the grace of 
God might occafionally work in his foul. And abſtracted 
from this, we have no reaſon to believe, there was any intermif.. 
ſion of that evil. For God who ſaw the whole ina gination of 155 
e thoughts of his heart to he, only evil, ſaw likewiſe, that it 
was always the ſame, that it was only etui continually: every 
Faoear, every day, every hour, every moment. He never de- 
II. Such is the authentie account of the whole race of 
mankind, which He who knoweth what is in man, Who 
frarchech the heart, and trieth the reias, hath left upon re- 
cord for our inftruftion. Such were all men befor God 
brought the flood upon the earth! We are, Secondly, to en- 
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1. And this is certain, that the ſcripture gives us no reaſun 
do tbink any otherwife of them. On the contraty, all the 
Above cited paſſages of ſcripture. refer to thoſe who ved af- 
tter the ilood. It was above a thoufand years after, that Gd 
Acclared by Dani, concerning the children of men, They 
are all gone out of the way of truih andebolineſs, there xs 
none r2ghteous, no, net one. And to this bear all the pro- 
ppb ts witneſs, in their ſeveral generations. So /i, con- 
_ certang God's peculiar people, (and certainly the heathens 
Vere in 70 belter condition) Ie whcte head is fick, and the 
_ Whole heart ſaint. Fran ie [cole of the foot. even unto the 
head, there is no ſourdne/s, ut wounds and bruiſes and pu- 


7 5 ting fores. The fame account is given by all the apoſ- 


_.  tles, yea, by the whole tenor of the oracles of God. From 
all thele we learn, concerning man in bis natural ſtate, un- 
afſſiſted by the Grace of God, that all the imaginations of the T 
thoughts of kts heart are ſtill evil, oncy evil, and that contzrually, 
2. And this account of the preſent Rate of man is con- 


\ firmed by duly experience. It is true, the natural man 


diſcerns it not: and this is not to be wondered at. So long 
zs a man born blind, continues fo, he is ſcarcely ſenſible t 

his want, Much leſs, could we ſuppole a place 

__ where all were bon without fight, would they be ſenſible 

of the want of it. In like manner, fo long as men remain _ 

in their natural blindneſs of underſtanding, they are nut 
ſenſible of their ſpiritual wants, aud of this in particular. 
But as ſoon as Ged opers the eyes of their underfland- _ 
ing. they fee the ſtate they were in before: they ate then 

Fg deeply convinced that every man living, themſclves eſpe- ; yy 

cially, are by nature allogetaer vanity, that is, folly and ig- 


norance, fig and wickedrefs. . 


know; fo we knew. there was a king o 


4. We ſee vhen God opens our eyes, that we were be- 
fore Ag ir Ksounr without God or rather Atherfts in tile 
world. We had by neture ro knowledge of God, ro ac 
quaintance with him. Its truc, as ſoon as we came to the uſe 

of reaſon, we learned the inwifible things of God, wen lis cter- 
1 power and geihead, from the things that are made. From 
_ the things that are ſeen, we inferred the exaflence of an cter- 
nal, powerful being that is not ſcen. But ſtill, altho* we ac- 
- knowledged, we had no acqueintancc with Him. And we 
| know there is an emp-ror of Cling, whom pet we do not 
| all the earth; 
but yet we knew him rot. Indeed could we not, by any of _ 
our natural faculixs. By none of theſe could we attain the 
knouledge of God. We could no more perceive lum by 
5 r natural underſtanding, than we could fee him with our 
vez. For wo one knoweth the Father but the Son, and * 10 


tx 


6 whon the Son millet to 1 how. Ad no one aa the 1 
Son but the Father, and he to whom the Fatier revea!*th him, 
4. We read of an ancient king, who being de ſirous to 
8 12 what was the natural language of men, iu order to 
5 bring the matter to a certain iſſue, made the following expte- 


riment. He ordered two infants as ſoon as they were born, 


to be conveyed to a place prepared for them, where they 
were brought up without any inſtruction at all, and without 
crer hearing any human voice. And what was the event? 
Why, That when they were at leng gth brought out of their 
confinement, they ſpake no languaye at all; the -y uttzred 
only inarticulate ſounds, like thole of other mals. Were 
two infaats alſo to be brought up from the womb, without 
being inſtructed in any religion, there is little room to doubt, 


but (unlefs the grace of God interpoſed) the event would be 5 


| juſt the ſame. DY They w. ould have no religion at all: 7 Se 


Would know no more of God, thau the deals of the fiel | 
5 than the wiid s colt. Such is natural religion! Abſtracted 85 


from traditional, and from the iiiſluence of God's Spirit. 
5. And having no knowledge, we can have no love of wp 


5 . We cannot love him we know not. Moſt men alk 
| 1adzed of loving God, and perhaps 1 imagine that they do. 


At ſeaſt, ſew will acknowledae my do not love him: but 
5 the fact f is too plu un to be deine -d. No man loves God by 3 
8 


nature, no more than he does a f lone or the cartiz he trea 


oh. What we love, we de! ight 1 in; but no man has natu- 
rally: any delight i in God. In our natural ſtate, we cannot 
conceive, how any one {ould delight in him. We take no 
pos e in him at all; he is utterly taltelels to us. 10 


oe God! It is far above, out of our ſight. : .We cannot Ny 


naturally attain unto it. | 
- W We have by nature rot 8 no FECT bas” no thy he =; g 
Sad. It is allowed in 1ceed, that mult men have, ſooner or 
later, a kind of ſenſelots irrational fear, properly called u- 
P- Hlition, thouch the blunde ring EA icuytans gave it the name 
of feli ion. Yet even this is not vatural, but ac juired ; 


5 chiell/ by converſation or example. By nature, God rs not 


ia all our thoughts; we leave him to manage his own affairs, 
- 40 fit quietly as we ima zine in heaven, and leave us on 
earth to manage outs. So that we have no more of the fear 
of God before our ey ves, than of. the love of God i in our 


8 hearts. 15 


. s in the n 
nile f does not ſcreen us fram 2, lolatry. In his natural ſtate, = 
every man born into the world is 2 rank idolater. Perhaps 5 


we may not be ſuch iu the vulg zar ſcuſe of the word. We 


5 da bak like the idolatrous heathens worlhip molten or gra- 
or 5 | h 1 ven | 


. 
3 
we * * 
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my Creator. The ſame 


5 7 ( 8 ) : 


von images. We do not bow down to the ſtock of a tree, 
to the work of our own hands. We do not pray to the an- 
gels or ſaints in heaven, any more than to the ſaints that are 
A Upon earth. But what then? We have ſet up our idols in 
our hearts: And to theſe we bow down and worſhip them: 
we worſhip ourſelves, when we pay that honour to ourſelves _ 
which is due to God only. Therefore all pride is idolatry: 
it is aſcribing to ourſelves what is due to God alone. And 
altho' pride was not made for man, yet where is the man that 
is born without it? But hereby we rob God of his unalien- 
dble right, and idolatrouſly ufurp bis glo x. 
3. But pride is not the only fort of idolatry, which we are 
all by nature guilty of. Satan has ſtamped his own image 
on dur heart in ſelf-will alſo, I will, ſaid he before he was 
Cat out of heaven, Iwill fit upon the ſides of the north. I 
will do my own will and pleaſure, independently on that of 
| 7 en every man born into the world _ 
ay and that in a thouſand inſtances. Nay, and avow it too, 
without ever bluſhing on the account, without either fear or _ 
fame. Aſk the man, Why do you do this?” He an- 
pers, Becaufſ2 I had a mind to it.” What is this but, 
Becauſe it is my will;“ that is in effect, becauſe the devil 
nd I are agreed: becauſe Satan and I govern our act ions, 
by one and the ſame principle. The will of God, mean 
time, is not in his thoughts, is not conſidered in the leaſt de- 
getee: altho, it be the ſupreme rule of every intelligent crea- _ 
tate, whether in heaven or earth, ain Fon the eſſential, 
unalterable relation, which all creatures bear to their Creator. 
9. So far we bear the image of the devil, and tread in his 
ſteps. But at the next ſtep we leave Satan behind, we run 
into an idolatry whereof he is not guilty : I mean, love of 
e world, which is now as natural to every man as to love 
dis own will. What is more natural to us, than to ſeek hap- 
TR proc in the creature inſtead of the Creator? To ſeek that 
latisfaction in the works of his bands, which can be found in 
_ God only ? What more natural than the deſire of the fleſh? 
That is, of the pleaſure of ſenſe in every kind? Men indeed 


talk magniſicently of deſpiſing theſe low pleaſures, particu - 
lachy men of learrang and educauon. They affect to * looſe 
do the gratification of thoſe appetites, wherein they ſtand on 

__ alevel with the beaſts that periſh. But it is mere af 


for every man is conſcious to himſelf, that in this reſpect he 
zs dy nature a very beaſt. Senſual appetites, even thoſe of 
the loweſt kind, have more or leſs, the donunion over him. 
They lead him captive, they drag him to and fro, in ſpite of 
bis boaſted Reaſon. The man, with all his good-breeding. 
and accompliſhments has no pre-eminence, over the goat ;. 


eftation;, 


may, it 
- pre-en 


EFF 


| word, which | is fo 


1 


nav, it is FEY to ad whether the beat 5 not 9 


- pre-eminence over him ? Certainly he has, if we may heark- 
| hos to one of their modern oracles who very decently & tells . 


4. hue | in a frafon; 3 too taſte of love; ; 
« Only the beaſt of reaſon is its ſlave, 
« Audi in that folly « drud, Zes all the year, ” 


| A confiderible difference indeed, it muſt be allowed, chere is 
between man and man, ariſing (beſide that wrought by pre- 
venting grace) from difference o conſtitution, and of educa 
tion. But notwithſtanding this, who, that is not utterly ig- 
norant of himſelf, can here caſt the firſt {tone at another? 
Who can abide the teſt of our bleſſed. Lord's comment on. 
the ſeventh commandment? He that looketh upon a mam 
to luſt aſter her, hath committed adultery with her already in 
his heart ? So that one knows not which to wonder at moſt, 
the ignorance or the inſolence of thoſe men, who ſpeak nn og 
uch diſdain of them that are overcome by deſtres. which 
every man has felt in his own breaſt! The defire of every 
Fleaſure of ſenſe 1 innocent or not, being natural to every 5 
child of man. | 
10. And ſo is the defire of the eve, the def re of the plea- 1 5 
: -fures of the imagination. Theſe ariſe either from great, or 
beautiful, or uncommon objects: if the two former do not 
coincide with the latter; for perhaps 1 it would appear, upon a  _ 
_ diligent enquiry, that neither grand or beautiful objects pleaſe,  _ 
any longer than they are new: that when the novelty of _ 
them is over, the greateſt part at leaſt, of the pleaſure they © 
give is over; and in the ſame proportion as they become fa- 
miliar, they become flat and inſipid. But let us experience 
this ever ſo often, the ſame defire will remain ſtill. Feine: 
| bred thirſt continues fixt in the ſoul: nay, the more it is in- 
dulged, the more it increaſes, and incites us to follow after 
another, and yet another object, altho? we leave every one 
5 with an | abortive hope, and a deluded . e . : 


<< The hoary fool, who many . 
Has Arugsled wich continued forrow, | 5 
e neus his hope and fondly 1 
Ihe deſperate bet upon to-morrow ! | 
40 © To-morraw comes! *Tis non! 'Tis night! 
This day like all the former les; "IB | 
"Ys on he goes to [eek deli, 2ht 
Io-mo: row, till tonight he dies! PP „ 


[Ts 1 hm *2' of this fatal diſcaſe, the live of * 
on root cd 1 in our e, 18 the pride of 
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Lee, the deſire of praiſe, of „e honour that cometh of men. 
This the greateſt admirers of humaa nature allow to be ſtrict- 

= een as natural as the fight ot hearing, or any of the ex- 

_ ternal ſenſes. And are they z/hamed of it, even men of let= - 
ters, men of refined and improved underſtanding? So far 
from it, that they glory therein; they applaud themſelves _ 

ſor their love of applauſe ! Vea, eminent Chriſtians, fo called, 
make no dithculty of adopting the ſaying of the old, vam 
__ Heathen, Animi diſſalui eff, & nequam negligere quid de je 
_. komines ſentiant: ** Not to regard what men think of us, is 
the remurk of a wicked and abandoned mind.” So that to 
̃᷑0 calhn and unmoved thro! horour end diſhononr, thro" evil 
_ _._ Feport and good report, is with them a ſign of ove that is iuju- 
deed wot fit to lives away with ſuck a fellow from the earth. _ 
Bat wauld one imagine, that theſe men had ever hea:d of 
Jeſus Chriſt or his Apoſtles? Or that they knew who it was _ 
that ſaid, How can ye believe, who recetve honour one of an- 
ther, and eek not that honour which cometh of God only But 
if this be really ſo: if it be unpoſſible to believe, and conſe- 
quently to pleaſe God, fo long as we receive or /eet honour 
bonne & ancther, and feck nt the honour which cometh of God 
only Then in what a condition are all mankind: The Chriſ- 
 __ tans as well as the Heathens! Since they all cel aonour one 
ES Y ancther! Since it is as natural for them ſo to do, ther» _ 
ſelves being the judges, as it is to ſee the light which ſtrikes 
upon their eye, or to hear the ſound which enters their ear; 
yea, fince they account it the ſign of a virtuous mind, to fees _ 
the praiſe of men; and of a vicious one, to be content win 
tie honour which cometh of God only!  _ 


III. 1. I proceed to draw a few inferences from what 
has been ſaid. And firſt, from hence we may learn one 
grand, fundamental difference between Chriſtianity, confi- FF 
 dered as a ſyſtem of dottrines. and the molt refined Heathen- 
im. Many of the antient Heathens have largely deſcribed 
the vices of particular men. They have ſpoken much againſt F 
| their covetouſneſs or cruelty, their luxury or prodigality. 
Some have dared to ſay, That „no man is bora without 
__ . vices of one kind or another.” But ſtill, as none of them were 
apprized of the fall of man, ſo none of them knew his total! 
corruption. They knew not that all men were empty of al! 
good, and filled with all. manner of evil. They were wholly _ 
ignorant of the entire depravation of the whole human nature, 
bol every man born into the world, in every faculty of his foul, _ 
bot ſo much by theſe particular vices, which reign in particular 
perſons, as by the general flood of atheiſm and idolatry, of 
Pride, ſelf- will and love of the world. This therefore is the mz . 
es CREE ee ks 
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grand, diſlinguiſhing point between Heatheniſm nd Chrif. 
tianity. The one acknowledges, That many men are infec-. 

1 ted with many vices, and even born with a pronene ſs tothems n 
but ſuppoſes withal, that in ſome the natural good much 
| overbalances the evil. The other declarcs that all men are 
I « conceived in fin, and fhapen in wickedneſs . that hence there 

5 is in every man 2 carnal mind, which is enmity againſt God, 

_ which is not, cannot be ſub ject to his law, and which ſo infectis 
the whole ſoul, that there dwelleth in him, in his fleſh, in nis 
Natural ſtate, no good thing; but all the imagination of the _ 

Thoughts of his heart, is _ only evr/, and that continually, 
| 2. Hence we may, /ccondly, learn, That all who deny thi, 
(call it Original Sm, or by any other title) are but Heathens 
KF AH), in the fundamental point «hich differences Hearhemſm 
from Chriſtianity. They may indeed allow, that men hive In 
many vices; that they are born with us: and that conſequent- 1 
ly we are not born altogether ſo wiſe or ſo virtuous, as we _ 
KF fhould be; there being Fw that will roundly afficm, *We _ 
are born with as much propenſity to good as to evil, and that 
every man is by nature as virtuous and wile, as Adam was at 
his creation.“ But here is the Shrbboleth : Is man by nature 
NH filled with all manner of evil? Is he void of all good? Is he 
wholly fallen? Is his ſoul totally corrupted? Or, to come ns 
back to the text, Is every imagination of the thoughts of his en! 
HE Heart evil continually? Allow this, and you are ſo far a 
_ » Chriſtian. Deny it, and you are but an Heathen fill.  "' 
3. We may learn from hence in the Aird place, what is 
the proper nature of religion, of the religion of Jeſus Chrift, 
5 is Ota w Lune God's method of healing a ſoul which 
is thus diſraſed. ficreby the great phyſician of ſouls applies 
medicine to heal ths ficknefs ; to reſtore human nature, totally =_ 
corrupted in all its faculties. God heals our atheiſm by the na 
__ knowledge of Himſelf, and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 7-100 
| * ſent, by r e gm wagon conviction of _ $508 
4d andof the things of God; in particular of this impor- _ 
FF tant truth, Chriſt loved me and gave himſelf for me. By res 
pentance and lowlineſs of heart, the deadly diſeaſe of prid¶-e 
z s healed; and of ſelf-will, by reſignation, a meek and thank "1 ty 
ful ſubmiſſion to the will of God: And for the love of the _ 17 
Voorld in all its branches, the love of God is the ſovereign re.. 
medy. Now this is properly Religion, Faith thus wording 
9! Love, —working the genuine, meek humility, entire — l 
neſs to the world, with a loving, thankful acquieſcence ia2?éꝶ 
And conformity to the whole will and word of Ge. 1 
448᷑ Indeed if man were not thus fallen; there would be no 
need of all this, There would be no occaſion for this wo 
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in the heart, this renewal in the ſpirit of our mind. The - 
Perfluity of god ineo would then be 2 more proper expreſhon _ 
_ rhanthe/uprrſinity of naughtineſs. For un outlide religion with- = 
cout a godhlnels at all, wovid {utice to all rational intents a d 
purpoſes. It does accordingly ſuil.ce in the judgment of thoſe 
lo leny this corruption of Gur nature. They make very lit- 
_ tle more of Religion than the famous Mr, Hobbs did of Rea 
fon. According to him, Reaſon is only, A welkorcered = 
train of Words: according to them, Reaſon is only a well 
ordered train of words and Actions.” And they ipeak con- 
ſiſtently with themſeives; for if the inſide be not Full of wick- 
ednefs, if thus be clear, already, what remains but to cleanſe _ 
te outſide of the cap? Outward reformations, if their ſup= «+ 
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pooſition be juſt, is indeed the one thing needful. 
5. But ye have not fo learned the oracles of God. © 
know, that he who ſceth what is in man, gives a far different 
Account both of nature and grace, of our fall, and our reco- 
very. Ye know that the great end of religion is, to renew 
our hearts in the image of God, to repair that total loſs of _ 
__ righteouſneſs and tiue holmeſs which we ſuſtained by the fin 
of our firit parent. Ye know that all religion which docs not 
anſwer this end, all that ſtops ſhort of this, the renewal of our 
i - ſwoul in the image of God, after the likeneſs of him that created 
Wh it, is no other than a poor farce, and ae mockery of 
Gold, to the deſtruction of our own ſoul. O beware of all 
LW thoſe teachers of lies, who would palm this upon you for 
Wn —- Chriſtianity; regard them not, though they ſhould come 
. uApon vou with all the decetvableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, with 
= all ſmoothncts of language, all decency, yea beauty and ele- 
gance ofexpreſſion, all profeſſions of carneſt good-will to you, _ 
and reverence for the holy ſcriptures. Keep to the plain old 
_ faith, once delivered to the ſaints, and delivered by the Spirit 
ol God to your hearts. Know your diſeaſe? Know your 
cure! Ye were born in fin; therefore ye muſt be born again, 
born of God. By natuie ye are wholly corrupted : by grace 
ve ſhall be wholſy renowed. In Adam ye all died; in be 
ſecond Adam, in Chriſt, ye all are made alive. You that © 
were dead in fins iath he quickened : he hath already given 
po a principle of life, even fazth in him who loved you, 
aud gave himſelf for you: Now go on from faith to faith, * | 
RE until your whole ſickneſs be healed, and all that mind be inn 


3 vou, rohich was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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